
 
Athletic Director Chuck Abbott (L) presents team prize 
(L-R) to Jeff Nycum, Brad McAlester (celebrity) Rick 

Kensinger, Chuck Erickson, and Art Partner. 
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ALUMNI/BOOSTER CLUB OUTING A SUCCESS 

The Susquehannock High 
School All Sports Booster 
Club and the Sus-
quehannock High School 
Alumni Association co-
sponsored their 7th annual 
celebrity Golf Tournament 
on Friday, May 17, 2013 at 
Hickory Heights Golf 
Course in Spring Grove. 
Highlighting the event were 
a host of local sports 
celebrities, awards, door 
prizes, and an opportunity 
to play at an outstanding 
local sporting venue, 
hosted by course owner Lynn Snyder, a proud 
Susquehannock Alumnus. The event concluded 
with a luncheon and awards presentations. 

Proceeds from the event 
– approaching $14,000 – 
will be used to help fund 
a scholarship for one 
senior student athlete for 
each Warrior varsity 
sport (24 scholarships in 
all) and SHS Alumni 
Association programs. 
Sponsor participation at 
this year’s event was the 
most of any year and 
foursomes were almost 
at course capacity. 

The weather was perfect 
for this year’s event and 

arrangements have been made for an 8th annual 
event. Save the date for next year;  Friday, May 
16, 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT – JEFFREY HILL‘97 

On July 28, 2010, Captain Jeffrey Hill, USAF 
was killed when the aircraft he was co-piloting 
crashed on a training mission in Alaska, leaving 
behind a wife, two small 
sons, and more friends than 
could be counted. A member 
of the Class of 1997, he was 
a Warrior in every way, and 
his story is an inspiration. 

His family moved to New 
Freedom when he was in 7th 
grade because of his father’s 
job. He played football in high 
school but that was the extent 
of his activity outside the 
classroom. “For Jeff, the most memorable part 
of high school was the camaraderie of his 
friends and the people he met,” says wife 
Rachael. “To be honest, high school for him 
wasn’t about academics, but about people.” 

Jeff graduated from Susquehannock, but barely. 
He was a very intelligent and capable student, 
but to the frustration of his teachers and 
guidance counselor, he never applied himself. 
He joined the Air Force because he didn’t want 
to go to college and was looking for something 
else out of high school.  

But Rachael points out, “It isn’t always about the 
reason that you join, but about the reason you 
stay.” Jeff developed a deep sense of pride 
about wearing the uniform and committed to it 
as his life’s work. He started as an electrician on 
F-15’s and as he learned more about the world 
and the Force’s role in it, the deeper his pride 
became. 

Jeff met Rachael in Technical Training School at 
Sheppard Air Force Base in Texas and they 
married soon after. She was also in the Air 
Force, but resigned to follow his career. They 
both fell in love with Alaska during Jeff’s first tour 
as a technician at Elmendorf Air Force Base. 

As they started their life together and began to 
raise a family, Jeff made some very important 
decisions about his life’s direction. It wasn’t 
about whether he would stay in the Air Force, 
but what he would do in it. And he decided if he 
was going to commit, he would commit all the 
way.  

He decided to fly.  

Jeff had earned an Associate’s Degree in 
Aircraft Systems Maintenance from the 
Community College of the Air Force, but a pilot 

needs a bachelor’s degree. 
So in 1999, he enrolled in 
the University of Alaska, 
and joined its Air Force 
ROTC program. Rachael 
remembers those days, “It 
was tough working full-time 
during the day and going to 
school 3-4 hours every 
night, with homework on 
top of that,” she said.  

But Jeff had a passion for 
what he was doing. He graduated in 2002 with a 
B.S. in Technology, was recognized Cum 
Laude, and granted a commission for his 
achievements. He eventually became the first 
cadet from his Air Force ROTC detachment to 
earn the coveted pilot wings. 

Rachael’s message about that time is clear and 
one she loves to tell. “Jeff loved the Air Force, 
he loved being a pilot, and he was proud of what 
he accomplished. He found his niche and loved 
it. It wasn’t easy and he sacrificed a lot, but he 
made it.”  

Then Lieutenant Hill was assigned to flight 
school at Columbus Air Force Base in 
Mississippi and graduated first in his class.  His 
skill and hard work was so impressive that he 
was asked to stay on as a flight instructor and, 
at age 25, he was given the responsibility for 
training a new generation of Air Force pilots. 

Jeff completed a three-year tour at Columbus 
AFB, and was assigned to oversee a new C-17 
(transport) squadron in Alaska in 2007. The 
posting brought with it a promotion to Captain. 

Jeff was an exceptional pilot and during his C-17 
career was personally responsible for many 
missions supporting both Operation Enduring 
Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom. He 
piloted Elmendorf's first plane into Haiti during 
the earthquake relief effort in January, bringing 
critical humanitarian supplies to the region. Jeff 
also delivered much-needed equipment to aid in 
the oil spill cleanup effort in the Gulf of Mexico.  

In a tribute by Jeff’s Air Force colleagues, this 
testimonial was given. “Jeff was truly a 
professional of the highest caliber. He  tackled 



 

 

 

every day of his life with enthusiasm, a great 
attitude, a smile, and a little witty sarcasm. He 
was an absolute joy to be around. His 
personality was infectious and drew people to 
him. He gave his life in support of his country 
and he will be greatly missed by his family, 

friends, co-workers and everyone fortunate 
enough to know him” 

Rachael remains in Alaska, studying for a 
Master’s Degree in Human Nutrition. She started 
the Jeff Hill Legacy Fund  as a tribute to her 
husband. The fund helps Air Force ROTC 
cadets with scholarship funding, perhaps helping 
someone with a life story similar to Jeff’s. 

Part of his legacy is a message Rachael carries 
to high school seniors. “To me, he is the ultimate 
success story and is a great example for high 
school kids to follow. Not everyone knows where 
they want to go out of high school and there is 
nothing wrong with that. Sometimes you find it 
later on, somewhere you never really expected.” 

Thank you Jeffrey Hill, Class of 1997, for making 
us Warrior Proud. 

 

WARRIORS HELP WARRIORS 

The Susquehannock High School baseball team 
worked on a community service program to help 
raise awareness and funds for the Wounded 
Warrior Project. The Project enlists the public's 
aid to meet the needs of injured service 
members, by providing services to vets who 
incurred a physical or mental injury, illness, or 
wound, coincident to their military service on or 
after September 11, 2001.  

“We decided back in the winter we wanted to do 
a community service project so we decided to 
raise funds for the Wounded Warrior Project,” 
said baseball coach Tim Hare. “I'm hoping it's 
something we can do every year.”  

To help raise money and awareness, the 
baseball players at Susquehannock High School 
raffled an 8"x10" signed photograph of Baltimore 
Oriole catcher, Matt Wieters. The players also 
wore specially designed Wounded Warrior 

camouflage baseball jerseys to a recent game, 
sold t-shirts, and held a car wash in Shrewsbury.  

The team has raised $2,300 and will be 
collecting donations for the cause through the 
rest of regular baseball season. For more 

information or to donate to the cause, click here.  

 

SCHOOL DISTRICT RECEIVES ACHEIVEMENT AWARD  

The Southern York County School District is a recipient of the 2013 Award 
of Achievement for its shared services agreement with the Southern 
Branch YMCA from the Pennsylvania Association of School Business 
Officials (PASBO). The joint project grants the school district use of the 
YMCA pool in return for District-provided maintenance services. The award 
includes a $2,000 scholarship. 

(Shown at left are School Board President Robert Schefter, School Board Director Allie 
Waldron, Director of Operations Randall Buffington, Business Manager Susan Green, and 
PLGIT Senior Marketing Representative Brian Sanker.)    

Members of the SHS baseball team are 
raising funds for the Wounded Warrior Project 

http://jeffhilllegacyfund.com/
https://support.woundedwarriorproject.org/individual-fundraising/warriorbaseball/


 

 

SHS STUDENT COMMITS TO NCAA VOLLEYBALL 

Susquehannock High School senior Caroline Savin recently committed to 
play volleyball at McDaniel College, where she also has plans to major in 
psychology. Featured in the photo at left  are, front row – Caroline Savin, 
center, along with her parents , Daryl and Jennifer Savin. In the back row 
(L to R) Rob Marrison, girls volleyball coach, Caroline’s sister, Laura 
Savin, and Susquehannock High School Athletic Director Chuck Abbott. 

 

SECHRIST EARNS ALL STATE MUSIC HONORS 

Susquehannock trumpeter Jeremy Sechrist was selected to perform with the 
prestigious All State Wind Ensemble and performed at Erie the weekend 
of  April 19 & 20. The group’s concert performance was a highlight of the 
Pennsylvania Music Educators annual conference. This outstanding student 
musician was accompanied to the conference by band director Christian 
Poole.  

Jeremy was chosen for the All-State honors after being selected for the 
PMEA District 7 Band and the then moving on to the PMEA Region 5 band 
where he was first chair.  

 

FRIENDSHIP SCHOOL PROJECT COMPLETED 

The much anticipated Friendship Elementary addition/renovation 
project was officially declared “completed” with a community open 
house on May 19, 2013.  

Originally constructed in 1958, with alternations and renovations 
made in 1990, the most recent project consists of 76,000 square 
feet of renovations and 26,000 square feet of additions. The facility 
now houses four kindergarten classrooms, 24 typical classrooms, 

one support classroom, one science lab with supplemental greenhouse, seven special education 
classrooms, and one computer lab. Also included are core and support areas such as a media center 
and TV studio, art and music education spaces, student dining and kitchen areas, gymnasium, building 
administration, guidance and health suite areas, faculty areas, and building services areas. 

The building now has a functional capacity of 700 students. In addition to infrastructure upgrades and 
modernization, the building will accommodate population growth in the District’s growing attendance 
center to the west. 

 

STAY IN TOUCH WITH SHS ON YouTube 

Alumni will also be fascinated with the district’s new ‘YouTube’ channel, a 
showcase for the creative talents of Susquehannock students. In addition to 
alumni features, the channel includes a treasure house of productions originally 
broadcast on the School District cable channel 99. Click here for a direct link to 
the YouTube Channel.  Warrior T.V. includes Warrior Chats (information for 
parents and taxpayers); Board meetings (re-broadcasts and archives); Student 
Spotlight (student productions); Alumni Pride; Special Features. Most of the 
features on the district’s television outlet are the product of Tim Hare’s (’95) 
communication classes. 

  

http://www.youtube.com/user/SYCSDWarriorTV
http://www.youtube.com/user/SYCSDWarriorTV


Alumni Pride” and More on Warrior TV Webcast  

Joshua Chronister ‘94 Jeff & Joy (Keller) Brown ‘74  Susan Barnhart ‘85 

Todd Stiffler ’85  Anne Druck ‘83 Daniel Jesse Mays ‘43  

Dave Seitz ‘53  Bob Williams ‘52  Kevin Krebs ‘94  

Mark Rill ‘99  Lisa Myers ‘89  Jeff Garner ‘95  

Roberta Thoman ‘65 Darryl Engler ‘65  Jack Hedrick ‘55  

Daryl McCullough ‘82  Kevin Angle ‘97  Bobbie (Clark) Lamond ‘88  

Eric Thiegs ‘91 Robert Wolf ‘58 Bruce Bauman ‘ 67  

Jeff Molinsky ’97  Paul Rego ‘97  Doug Walters ’03  

Ronnie (’85) and Rob (’89) 
McCoury  

Ron Wolf ‘56 Erica Shallcross ‘08  

John Lewis ‘82 Anne (Baublitz)Bozevich ’01  Deb Zang ‘77 

Click here for link to Alumni Pride and other Warrior Webcast features 

 

 

REUNION NEWS 

Class of 1963 50
th

 Reunion Oct 11 and 12, 2013  

A weekend event to include a mixer, football game, tour of the high school, and a banquet at Bon Air Country Club.  
Contact Stan Bortner at 717-433-5996 or sbortner1@comcast.net .  

Class of 1973 40
th

 Reunion June 15, 2013 

Save this date for our 40th reunion. Where: Great American Saloon, Red Lion, PA Mailing and details will be 
forthcoming.  Contact Steve Myers at lois.17360@gmail.com; 717-428-2394 

Class of 1976  May 25, 2013 

The second breakfast for the Class of 1976 is set up for May 25th at 9 a.m. at New Freedom Restaurant and Coffee 
Shop address is 17308 Susquehanna Trail South, New Freedom, PA 17349. (Or as some of use to know it as Joe 
& Mary's) Please let me know if you can make it or not and how many will attend by May 17th. Spouses or 
significant others are welcome. Please call me at 717-309-5888 or email me at gts1976@comcast.net. Hope you 
can make it, the first one was a lot of fun, Gail 

Class of 1988 25
th

 Reunion
 

November 30, 2013 

The class is organizing its 25th reunion celebration. Contact Laura Duryea at lauraduryea@aol.com; 

717-683-5198 

Class of 1989 25
th

 Reunion August 8-10, 2014 

The 25th class reunion will be the weekend of August 8th 2014. Tentative plans are as follows: Friday Evening: 
Gathering at Maryland Line Inn for drinks and socialization to kick off our weekend. Saturday Evening: Dinner & 
Dance at the Bon Air Country Club, Sunday Morning: Breakfast at Mason Dixon Restaurant to wish our Out-of-
Staters a safe trip home. More details will follow as event gets closer to the date. Contact Sherrie Prall at 
sherbear1420@yahoo.com; 814-203-7474 

Class of 1993 20
th

 Reunion September 7, 2013 

Afternoon tour of Susquehannock High School and a reunion party will be held at the American Saloon in Red Lion 
6-10 pm.  Casual attire!  Contact:  Kimberly Klein Bush - kimberlysunshine137@yahoo.com – Facebook group:  
“Susquehannock HS Class of ’93 Reunion!”, 717-759-2020 

Post your alumni reunion information on the District website at www.sycsd.org. Go to the “Add Reunion Information” 
page.  Send reunion photos to wayne.mccullough@sycsd.org. They will be included in the alumni newsletter. 

Please include a key to names for identification. 

http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2F816046CCC51853&feature=plcp
mailto:sbortner1@comcast.net
mailto:lois.17360@gmail.com
mailto:lauraduryea@aol.com
mailto:sherbear1420@yahoo.com
mailto:kimberlysunshine137@yahoo.com
http://www.sycsd.org/
http://www.sycsd.org/alumni_reunions.cfm?class=0&master=52490&located=1
mailto:wayne.mccullough@sycsd.org


 

SCHOLARSHIP AND GIVING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALUMNI 
 
 
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address              
 
City           State      Zip    

 

Name: 

Street Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

 

Mail to: 

SYCSD Foundation 

PO Box 128 

Glen Rock, PA  17327-0128 

Contribution Allocation Amount 

General Scholarship Fund $ 

The Belinda S. Bensel-Hershey Scholarship $ 

Bill Jones Scholarship $ 

Bob McCoy Memorial Scholarship $ 

Curtis Stermer Memorial Scholarship $ 
Eric Gonzales Memorial Scholarship $ 
James Hartenstein, III Memorial Scholarship $ 

You will receive an 

acknowledgement of your gift 

for tax purposes. 

James McKinney Memorial Scholarship $ 

Jeff Hill Memorial Scholarship $ 

Karl Steger Scholarship $ 

Kathy Yeater Scholarship $ 

Loretta Rappoldt Memorial Scholarship $ 

Peggy Kingman Memorial Gift $ 

Ron Leese Scholarship $ 

Thomas Kerrigan Memorial Scholarship $ 

Unrestricted Donation $ 

Other 

(specify______________________) 

$ 

  

Total Contribution $ 

 

 

NEWS WATCH LINKS 

Your alumni association, the school district, and the Southern York County School District Foundation 
use the school district website www.sycsd.org to provide information for the benefit of all members of the 
school community, including alumni. 

 Athletics – can be accessed off the home page from the upper “Athletics” tab. Sub pages for 
individual sports can be accessed from here. 

 Foundation – can be accessed from the home page from the upper “Foundation” tab. Sub pages 
describing awards, programs, and giving opportunities can be accessed from here. 

 Alumni – can be accessed from the home page from the upper “Alumni” tab. Sub pages 
describing reunions, awards, and events can be accessed from here. The alumni page also has 
links to alumni newsletter archives 

 Community – can be accessed from the home page on the upper “Community tab. Of particular 
interest are links to the school district newsletter and the school calendar. 

 

http://www.sycsd.org/
http://www.sycsd.org/athletics.cfm
http://www.sycsd.org/syc_foundation.cfm
http://www.sycsd.org/alumni.cfm
http://www.sycsd.org/community.cfm

